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1926 was an eventful year for Hubert Malfait. He participated in the group exhibition at the Stedelijk
Museum in Amsterdam and the Venice International Biennale. In the summer of 1926, he exhibited in
the group exhibition at the Galerie a la Viérge in Brussels and in the autumn he was represented at
Galerie L'Oeuvre in Antwerp. From October 1926, Malfait started working under a contract at Galerie
Sélection. He was supported by André De Ridder and Georges Marlier.

During this period, Malfait painted with creamy layers of paint and with coarse and broad brushstrokes.
His human figures are monumental. They completely fill the foreground of his works, as in this painting
"‘Woman with coffee grinder'.

The painting 'Woman with coffee grinder' depicts the everyday reality of his immediate village
surroundings. Characteristic of his expressionist period (1923-1931) this period is the importance the



artist attaches to the human figure: Woman with coffee grinder. This figure composition was devised
and leans towards the classical figures of his artist friend Gust. De Smet. The woman figure stands out
for its sense of construction, firmness, concentration and simplicity. The large, closed surfaces Malfait
undoubtedly saw in the work of André Lhote. Malfait creates an alienating and intricate structure in
unusual areas of colour. The sculptural character of the figure in Woman with coffee grinder has
disappeared. Fine colour tonalities and thinner paint typify the quality of this expressionist work. The
forms are closed, the outlines of the surfaces are finer, less accentuated. The fluidity of the line and the
drawn-out figure are a silent hint to Modigliani's portraits.
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